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This poignant comedy is based on the hit television series “Only 

When I Laugh,” starring Peter Bowles and James Bowlam, It traces 

the fortunes of a trio of patients who form an uneasy alliance against 

the confusions and insecurities of hospital life: the cynical and 

defensive Higgins, who seems to know more about medicine than the 

doctors; the young and nervous Gary whose inexperience with 

women is a subject of much discussion amongst his companions; and 

the weary hypochondriac Palmer, who prefers being in hospital to 

living his lonely bachelor life. This is a perceptive and warm-hearted 

study of the British male at his most vulnerable.

by Eric Chappell
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February 16th
Last night I saw Slumdog Millionaire , and left the cinema inspired. 
Note to self - must do an uplifting 'feelgood' production something in 
the future.

February 17th
Unexpected turn of events today, as I was asked if I'd like to direct a 
play called Sex, Drugs & Rick'N Noel. I immediately agreed on 
condition I could turn it into an uplifting 'feelgood' production complete 
with song and dance numbers. I order in a curry to celebrate.

February 23rd
Several directors have congratulated me on taking on this production. 
Apparently it's one they all wanted to do, and are thrilled that I am up 
for the challenge. Hmmm, is there something I'm not aware of?

March 20th
Auditon's  Night.  The part of Noel is hotly contested between The 
Fonz, Danny Zuko and Matt Sweatman. No contest. 

May 7th
I have put together a production schedule and stuck it on the door.  
This involves 24 acting rehearsals, 14 dance rehearsals, 3 singing 
rehearsals, 12 days to arrange and produce the music, several 
meetings with various departments and 2 technical days. This comes 
to 43 evenings to squeeze into a 6 week period. That's certainly where 
the challenge was hiding. I have used various coloured pens and it 
looks like a Jackson Pollock masterpiece.

May 24th
I inform Jon that I'd like him to play guitar on one of the songs. He 
confirms that he can play any chord except B. I decide that now is not 
the best time to tell him it's full of B chords.

May 27th
Liz comes to the rescue time and time again when I need to be 
physically in two places at once. It's like being back at university, when 
my friends would go to lectures for me.

June 2nd
Jon comes to rehearsals with his guitar and sits there playing with it. 
No sign of the B chord just yet, but progress has been made. He's  
found  A and C, so things are definitely looking up.

June 24th
I realise today my studio is resembling a student bedsit. Piles of notes, 
instruments, used plates and cups litter every surface.  I've grown a 
beard and noticed my guitar playing has got really bad. I'm either 
sympathetically becoming a student, or I am having a mid-life crisis. I 
can still play a B Chord so I do still have the moral high ground.

June 27th
Excellent news to tell you. Jon has finally played the B Chord. Spirits 
are definitely up ahead of the technical rehearsal. We buy him a new 
plectrum to celebrate.

July 4th
I'd like to thank everyone involved in this production - their energy, 
enthusiasm and sheer hard work have made the 'challenge' an 
exciting and uplifting journey. I'd especially like to thank Joy for her 
unique choreography, Ben and Dave in creating the perfect space to 
perform in, and Liz for her daily help, experience and advice in getting 
to the finishing line.

Enjoy the show!
Darren Scott

by David Tristram

Rick’N Noel &
Sex, DrugsDirector’s Diary



Cast
cRi k Jon Elves

Noel Matt Sweatman
Maxine  Cathryn Bowler

/Helen Rachel b  Re ecca Fenlon

Ranjit Jay Thapur

hC orus
eB ci Gilpin

 Susie Murphy
Jay Thapur

aM rie Wells
Beth Wyatt

e c
i y

Th  a tion is set in a Midlands Univers t  0from 20 0-2003.

D ctor      
arren Scot

ire  
D  t

As ista t Dire tor L z Thom son

s n c
i

p

Stage Mana er 
B n Woodward

 g
e

Cho ogra her
Jo  Ba ham

re p
y t

Ligh ing D signer Ian Knig t

t e

h

Light ng O rator Pet  Bag ey, Bill Butle

i pe
e l  r

oun Ope tor
Sara Beami h, To y Cut iford

S d ra
 s n t

S t Bu d    
ave olmes, Sim n Sh rpe

e il  
D H

o a

S t Pa t   
ave lmes  Pau Chok an

e in
D Ho , l r

Wardro e   
M uree  Ligg s, Pam Co eman

b
a n in

l

Props    
O via H lmes Gen ie Ho es,

 
li o , n lm

E ma W hers  Nico e Firt

m it , l h

Son s by David rist am
g

T r

Musi  prod ced nd a range  by arren Sco t

c u  a r d  D  t

 Gil iBeci p n
Graduated: 2009 
Best ubjects  ex  Drugs  Ri k N 

S : S ,  & c ’
Noel!J e  Favour te: Pi  y us  

uk box i  nk Flo d or M e.os  l el  … e  ham .and

M t ik y to Los her s e..
fi it down th c  
nd  e ba k
 t oof he s fa!

S e Musi urphy
a ed: Gr duat 2009es S ec : Fl  M to t Moon

B t ubj ts  y e he , 
i tero B fo T G r s

M s uf , op i lukebox Fav i e: aul 's E es by

J  our t P Newman y  Dogs Die  Hot s in CarMostl  Li el  and h  n
y k y to… Dem er ow

spotl ght.i

y ThapurJa
Graduate 2009

d: 
B t ubj ts: ac eth The 5t C p,

es S ec M B , h uToo M h unc foruc P h 
JudyJ ebox Fav e:   Akon

uk ourit Dangerous bys y li el  t E bar s us ll n 

Mo tl  k y o… m ras   a  o
Bi Brothg er.

M ie elar W ls
Gr ed: 07

aduat 20es  S ec s 12 Night Our
B t ubj t : th ,  

C untry s  Hol  
o '  Good, y
h tsG osuk x ourit  I  a r s  

J ebo  Fav e:  am Wal u  by theBeat eslos  l el  hoc  u  wi s
M t ik y to… S k s th wearwor .ds

h yattBet W
Gr ated: 2007

adu  
Best S bjects  ul us ar  M B

u : J i  Ceas , ac ethMrs Longs oc i t k ng,
ing n There

Hang iuk box F v i e: A y ng ou' play i

J e  a our t n thi y d n anig lhtc ub.Mos  l k y o… m z w th he hum

t i el  t Har oni e i  t
of he stage ight .

 t l s

J  Elveon s

Gr d ated: 9 -s m thin
a u

1 9 o e g

B st Su ject :  mad u , B s ed Of , 

e b s A e s ra s f

rt, he comple  wo s
A T te rk

f W lli m h kespeare
o i a  S a

bridged ur N ght  in
a , Fo i s  

n resbor u h.
K a o g

J keb x F vou te o e e rst thirty

u o a ri : I l v th  fi

e ond  o o t so gs.
s c s f m s n

M s kely t ... eep th  tw ed kir

o t li o K e e  s t.

M tt Swe tmaa a n

G d ate : 99
ra u d 1 2

B s u j cts: e  fro  th  Bridge,

e t S b e Vi w m e

il x  Bl eB o i u s

J keb x v u te Ni h oat  C i  

u o  Fa o ri : g t B to a ro

by a nes M d s

M s ik l  to Eat e v n and  hal

o t L e y … le e   a f 

th u a d ou d  o
o s n  p n s f 

cu ry.r

Ca y  Bo lethr n w r

G adu te : 2 0  
r a d

0 3

Be Subj c s: Th  Cru ib e, ra se  

st e t e c l  B s d

Off  Oli e Tw st, he
, v r i T

Bl e Roo , Fo r ights
u m u N

in Kna s o ug , L fe
re b ro h i  

X , M m ry f W ter
 3 e o  o a

uk box a urite: Most s owtun s.

J e  F vo
h e

o t lik l o... Sta e  m s ca  in her

M s e y t  g  a u i l

car.

e cc  Fenlon
R be a

ra u ted 2 07
G d a : 0

e t subj c s: Th  G adu te  Ci er 

B s e t e r a , d

w th o ie Bl ei  R s , u

R m m ere  H lls
e e b d i

u ebo  Fa ourite: Wut e n  H i h s a

J k x v
h ri g e g t , K te

B su h

o t li l  to Im e so ate a  B s  

M s ke y : p r n  K te u h

w en u hering e g t
h  W t  H i h s

c m s on e ju e o .
o e  th  k  b x

&Sex, Drugs    Rick’N Noel


